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+ A Day with the Real Life Hero: This event was arranged by various communities in
Tampa Bay. MMTB donated $300 to the “Akshaya Trust” . The Founder of the Trust,
Mr. Narayanan Krishnan, was recognized as one of the “TOP 10 CNN Heroes” in 2010.

-Sanjiv Potdar

+ MMTB Cricket Match: An interesting decision was taken during one of the dinner par-
ties to play a cricket match between MMTB members. | first thought it was a brave
move but then realized it could be very interesting if we can really make it happen. The
date and time was confirmed, a list of interested participants was put together, and an
invitation was sent out. (contd.Pg3)
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ACHIEVEMENTS

This year, Sushama Kirtikar received the Opening Minds and Hearts Award
from Powerstories Theatre. Powerstories is a non-profit organization that shares
inspiring, deeply personal autobiographical workshops. At its core, Powerstories is
about empowerment.

Sushama is a licensed Mental Health Counselor who has been working in pri-
vate practice in Tampa for 24 years.

Dr. Radhika Lothe successfully earned her Ph.D. this Spring from the Uni-
versity of South Florida in the area of “Second Language Acquisition/ Instructional
Technology”. Dr. Lothe's dissertation sought to examine the role of interactive-
webquests (developed by her) that were administered to online learners of German
in advancing their knowledge and understanding of German culture.

Dr. Lothe's research interests include Distance Learning, Web tools for Foreign
Language Teaching, Teaching German as a Foreign Language, Foreign Language
Methods, and Culture Training. She is currently appointed as an 'Adjunct Professor'
in the World Languages Department at USF in Tampa. Dr. Lothe has obtained two
Masters' degrees in German Literature, one from University of Pittsburgh (2000)
and prior to that from University of Mumbai (1998). Dr. Lothe's career of teaching
German as a Foreign Language now spans 15 years during which she has taught
Beginning German | level to graduate level courses.

Contd. From Page 1. MMTB Cricket Match ...
We gathered on one of the grounds in Brandon on one very sunny afternoon, it was really hot and humid.

We divided ourselves into two teams, flagged the boundary line and the coin was tossed. We did a bit
of stretching under the guidance of a highly trained physiotherapist and the match started. In spite of no prac-
tice, | could see each and every team members from both the teams was trying their best to put up a great show
in spite of the hot and humid weather. They were persistent in trying to maintain a good line and length during
bowling, fielders did a great job although some catches were dropped, but on the other hand there were a few
spectacular catches taken, especially by our young guns from MMTB- they were outstanding in the field. The
batsmen lived up to the expectation as well. Between both teams we bowled 40 over’s and scored around 385
runs at an average of 9.62 per over, which | personally felt was an amazing feat.

This was all possible due to support from our outstanding audience, who were very vocal in cheering
and encouraging us. We not only provided them the opportunity to cheer us, but believe me we also entertained
them as there were lots of funny moments. Match was over- | saw great team work, positive fighting spirit and
gesture throughout the match. I would really like to thank the entire group for putting such a great show, | am
sure everyone could feel soreness next day but it was all worth it.

We would also like to thank umpires Mr. Jayant Despande and Mr. Virkud for their selfless contribu-
tion; they made sure the game was conducted without any controversies. | would also like to thank Mr. Pradeep
Muley for initiating this event. We have another match being planned just round the corner, will strongly rec-
ommend all cricket lovers to participate.

If everybody agrees and is willing, the next step could be to put together a team to represent MMTB
and arrange matches with teams from other Indian communities, so we could make ourselves even more visible
and attract the younger generation.

-Parag Pitale
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POUTGH CORNEIR-ACHIEVEMENTS

On April 2011, Madhusudan (Mandar) Narkhede graduated from the
University of South Florida with a Masters of Science in Electrical Engineering

with a 3.38 GPA. He is has been employed as a Power System Operator for
Progress Energy since 2009. Mandar is planning to pursue an MBA in finance
in the near future.

In 2011, with a full four year scholarship, Parth Deshmukh graduated
from the University of Tennessee with a double major in Computer Science
and Mathematics. Starting this fall, Parth is pursuing a Masters in Computer
Science at Georgja Tech, Atlanta.

For two consecutive years, Vikrant Pendharkar was chosen as a ball
| boy for the Sony Ericsson Open Tennis Tournament. He has been playing
tennis since he was five years old, and is how in eighth grade.

The Sony Ericsson Open is the fifth largest Tennis Tournament after
the Grand Slam. They pride themselves with the best ball person training.
They select 400 ball persons. Selection is based on discipline and endur-
ance. It gives a great opportunity to meet all the world class top players per-
form up close.
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Congratulations to the 6raduating Class of 2011! :

Aishwarya Potdar: Perfect Score in SAT, Math Section.
Neeta Ghanekar
Sonali Mathure
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